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Worth, Worthiness and Merit
Worth and worthiness are two words that may sound similar, but they hold different meanings. According to Hobbes (1914), worth refers to something's value; hence, a man's worth refers to his value, while worthiness is derived from the word worthy. For that reason, a man's worthiness is the ability of that man to be consistent and fit to a particular form of power. Worth is the price that a man is paid to use his powers in a given manner. Notably, the worth is majorly determined by the buyer-one who wants the power that he lacks to be used in his favor. However, a man's worthiness calls for that particular person's ability to possess the right qualities needed to handle a given position of influence (Hobbes, 1914). This means worth is measured in terms of material goodies but worthiness regarding a man's character and integrity.
A man can value himself as of highest worth, but that does not matter since others can only determine the real value (Smith, 2010). The worth of a man depends on the prevailing situation. His value can fetch a very high price when his powerful influence is highly needed compared to when his powerful influence is less necessary. For example, a good commanding solder has the highest worth at war times than peaceful times (Hobbes, 1914). Those who honor a man highly will regard his worth highly, while those who dishonor him regard him slightly. Worthiness can be determined by the merits and demerits of a man during his time in a power influence position. If the merits outweigh the demerits, then the person is considered to be worthy. The merit and the market value determine the worthiness and worth of a man. Merit is, thus, the number of things considered good done while in a position of influence.
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